[Study of the transmission of onchocerciasis in the surroundings of a refugee camp located in the savanna zone of Cameroon].
Chadian refugees, most of whom are free from onchocerciasis, settled recently in a camp in a savanna area of the northern Cameroon where the prevalence is about 80% and the blindness rate is 4% of the adult population. In view of the risks of onchocerciasis facing the immigrants, the authors carried out an entomological survey in this region aimed at determining the modes of transmission and assessing the possibilities for the control of this disease. After a three-month survey in the study area, it appears clearly that 1) transmission takes place only during the rainy season, 2) the main vectors are the two savanna species, Simulium damnosum s.s. and Simulium sirbanum, 3) the larval breeding sites are not located on the principal river, the Faro, but on its small seasonal tributaries, 4) the local populations still free from onchocerciasis and the Chadian refugees who farm close to these tributaries run the risk of getting serious ocular lesions in the long run which could lead to blindness. The conclusions of this survey prompted the authors to envisage an onchocerciasis control campaign in this area against the larval stages of the vectors.